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Culture and genes uncover the secret of economic

Background: resilience of horse herding
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Findings and discussion Husbandry practices tale used for spiritual
* Horse herding in Sakha (Yakutia) is a viable sustainable livelihood e Horses are let to roam purification

and economically profitable due to a combination of natural and freely in herds (tabun) on Serge horse pole for

cultural factors pastures, usually 1 tying horses to it

The physical specifics of the Sakha horse with its adaptation to the stallion +- 10 mares. serves as chief

harsh Arctic climate make this animal the most self-reliant of local Reproduction under spiritual symbol

pastoral animals. natural selection found on almost

Husbandry practices support animal independence and require Riding horses trained and every ritual site

minimal care and input, in comparison to cattle or reindeer breeding kept around the house

The high cultural prestige and the high value of meat create demand with hay feeding

on the local market to the extent that meat can be produced Slaughter-season

without state subsidies November/December

Due to cultural preferences, foal meat can be priced higher than Milking season June

beef, while horse husbandry costs less money and effort for the Herders ride on B TR

herder horseback checking the LA TR ey %\ i

Private herders add value by selling processed production and ritual whereabouts of the herds (0 ey 1l A0 g e

food (sausages, minced meat, mare-milk, etc) regularly
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