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Fostering Engaged Citizens: LAWPOL and the 
Future of Democratic Literacy 

The Challenge: Connecting Abstract Ideals to Daily Reality 

What should you learn to qualify for life? 
What should you master to get hired? 

– Artist Avain in song Elämä on tentti (2001), 
translation by the author   

 
 
As the Finnish artist Avain sang – ironically – in his famous song, life is 
an exam (elämä on tentti). In a modern society, this exam is not just 
about knowing names and dates; it is about understanding a complex, 
living practice that invites participation every day.  
 
For Jussi, a social studies teacher in a Finnish upper secondary school, 
the core concept he wants every student to remember is parliamentar-
ism. “That any government can be fired, you know, it is up to the parlia-
ment,” he explains. But how do you make this abstract concept – the 
power of an elected body – tangible and real for students accustomed 
to immediate digital feedback?  
 
For decades, the mechanisms of law-making and political power have 
been scattered across diverse, often hard-to-access public databases. 
This structural opacity has created a gap between the democratic ideal 
and the daily reality of a citizen trying to follow governance. Concepts 
like “legislative process” or “parliamentarism” might feel distant, con-
tributing to a persistent challenge even in high-trust societies like Fin-
land: low political self-efficacy.  
 
The LAWPOL research infrastructure was built to bridge this gap. What 
began as a tool for researchers has evolved into a crucial bridge be-
tween expertise and civic understanding, directly supporting the prin-
ciples of open government, transparency, and effective digital 
public services; key pillars of the European Union’s Recovery and Resil-
ience Facility (RRF) and the broader push for sustainable growth. 
 

Making the Legislative Process Visible  

 
The LAWPOL infrastructure consists of two major, interconnected com-
ponents: Lakitutka (Law Radar) and Politiikkapöytä (Policy Desk). LAW-
POL has been committed from the beginning to providing accessible 
information for all users. We have actively promoted the use of our 
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services to diverse audiences, including teachers and students in upper 
secondary schools and universities. This is how we met Jussi, as we pi-
loted the Law Radar-enabled spin-off project Much Ado About Law with 
two of his classes in one of the upper secondary schools in Turku area. 
The game produced within the project gives students a hands-on op-
portunity to understand how legislative processes function in practice: 
who initiates laws, how arguments are formed and balanced, and 
where decisions are ultimately made.  
 
Law Radar, as the first core component of LAWPOL, supports Jussi’s 
core message by making the flow of legislative power visible. As a web-
based, open-access infrastructure, it brings together all publicly availa-
ble documents related to the different stages of law drafting. Its core 
function is to use Government Bills (hallituksen esitykset) as an anchor 
to trace the vast preparatory material backwards. This allows users to 
follow the process: which body prepared the material, what comments 
were received, how the text changed, and within what timeline.  
 
Law Radar does more than just host documents; it visualizes the entire 
lifespan of a single government bill. When a user selects a specific bill, 
the platform provides a visual ecosystem showing the full cycle: the pre-
paratory work, the rounds of public consultation, committee docu-
ments, parliamentary debates, and ultimately, the final legislative deci-
sion. All these documents are easily accessible for study.   
 
Beyond the lifecycle view, Law Radar provides flexible research tools, 
enabling users to refine their searches by keywords and utilize diverse 
filter options, such as document type, bill outcome, or time period. This 
functionality allows users to quickly identify, for example, all citizens’ 
initiatives that have progressed to formal handling. The system is de-
signed for deep exploration: if a search using a keyword, such as "arti-
ficial intelligence," leads to a document like an external stakeholder 
statement, the user can effortlessly trace that statement back to the spe-
cific bill it addresses, allowing them to review all other related state-
ments and determine the final outcome of the proposal.  
 
Ultimately, Law Radar transforms a mere document archive into a dy-
namic navigation tool, empowering users to comprehend the complex 
and interconnected nature of Finnish lawmaking. As such, Law Radar 
helps to make the flow of political power visible and connects abstract 
concepts like “parliamentarism” with real-world data. 
 

A Comprehensive View of Governance  

 
However, the legislative process is only one half of the democratic 
equation. To truly understand power, citizens need to see it debated in 
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the broader context. Law Radar provides the legal documentation, but 
the wider political atmosphere, like parliamentary debates,  
political programmes, and the official party lines, is also essential for 
understanding the true intent and trajectory of legislation.  
 
This is where the second core component, Policy Desk, shows its might. 
It offers a comprehensive political landscape, parts of the data span-
ning back to the beginning of Finland’s sovereignty. It hosts all parlia-
mentary speeches – including those unrelated to specific law bills – 
alongside essential political documents, such as government and party  
programmes.   
 
Following the publishing of the first version of Policy Desk, the LAWPOL 
research infrastructure as a whole contains a wider range of political 
and legal materials than any other currently available research infra-
structure, making it an unparalleled resource for exploring how law and 
politics interact in practice. This wide-ranging data creates unique op-
portunities: it enables students, researchers, and all curious citizens to 
achieve a truly holistic understanding of Finnish political reality.   
 
While critical work on solidifying Policy Desk and deepening the link-
age between Policy Desk and Law Radar has been advanced diligently, 
a significant amount of untapped potential still remains for future re-
finement and feature development, which we aim to explore and bring 
forth in up-coming projects.  
 

Elevating the Fourth Estate and Public Trust  

 
Already, the impact of LAWPOL extends beyond academia. The press 
is often called the “fourth estate,” whose role is to monitor those in 
power and inform citizens. Ensuring that journalists – the watchdogs of 
power – have easy access to comprehensive, reliable, and up-to-date 
information about parliamentary decision-making is a direct means of 
preventing the erosion of democracy.  
 
Indeed, for journalists, LAWPOL’s open-access infrastructure offers a 
groundbreaking tool for their essential work. Policy Desk, while still un-
der development, stands out as a unique platform offering such a com-
prehensive view of parliamentary activity, with the database updating 
daily. This frequent update schedule allows the users to track the lat-
est shifts in parliamentary discussions and political atmosphere 
with near real-time visibility, providing crucial context for e.g. current 
affairs analysis and reporting. Furthermore, it provides easy access to 
up-to-date plenary session transcripts, making it simple to check who 
said what, and allowing for fact-based reporting and the prevention of 
false or misleading claims. The infrastructure’s underlying graph data-
base also incorporates historical electoral district data and tracks 
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the fluidity of parliamentary work (such as changes in party affiliation 
or surname), ensuring full retrospective perspective. This level of detail 
empowers journalists – as well as other interested parties – to conduct 
deep, contextually-rich investigations into representatives’ activities.  
 
By giving citizens and journalists an unprecedented window into the 
legal and political landscape, LAWPOL is directly fostering a more ro-
bust and transparent democracy, where accountability isn’t just a prin-
ciple but a lived reality. This enhanced transparency helps to 
strengthen trust in democratic institutions, aligning perfectly with RRF 
goals for responsive, inclusive, participatory, and representative deci-
sion-making in society.  
 

The Vision: Democratic Participation in 2050  

 
The goal is a profound cultural shift: a world where democratic aware-
ness becomes as ordinary as that morning coffee break.  
 
Imagine 2050: an employee scrolls through headlines and, with a few 
taps on a single platform, can trace a heated debate in the parliament 
back to its source: the legislative proposal, the committee’s notes, and 
the full political discussion. They move seamlessly from national bills to 
EU regulations, following how ideas evolve into laws. What once re-
quired expertise and persistence now unfolds with the ease of reading 
the news.  
 
This is how democratic participation transforms: not through grand 
declarations, but through daily encounters with accessible knowledge. 
Open infrastructures like LAWPOL, with tools such as Law Radar and 
Policy Desk, can enable this “quiet shift”.  
 
In the near future, LAWPOL services will contribute to the growth of 
democratic citizens. The research infrastructure aims to help pupils, stu-
dents, and common folk learn that democracy is not a distant ideal or a 
four-year rhythm of elections, but a living practice that invites participa-
tion every day. People will get a chance to understand that there are  
opportunities for both formal and informal participation. Infrastructures 
like LAWPOL provide the tools and insights needed to make sense of 
public information, linking knowledge to understanding, and under-
standing to action.  
 
Through these efforts, LAWPOL cultivates not only informed citizens 
but engaged ones. They are people who know how democratic deci-
sions are made, who can interpret political information critically, and 
who see themselves as part of the process rather than apart from it.  
By making the invisible visible, LAWPOL strengthens the very founda-
tions of democracy itself. Just as Jussi wants his students to remember 
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that any government can be dismissed, we hope they will also remem-
ber that democracy is theirs to shape, protect, and renew. 
 
 

The Digital Architecture of Governance: LAW-
POL as a Pioneer in Research and Data Science   

The Birth of a Breakthrough: From Hunch to Infrastructure 

  
Every revolution in research begins with a question – and often, a pro-
found frustration. In 2018, a research group in Turku noticed that safety 
and security are common arguments for new legislation. It was just a 
hunch to start with, but the more law bills they read, the stronger the 
suspicion grew.  
 
"We had to check it. Securitisation is a common phenomenon in public 
governance, and we wanted to see for ourselves whether it had gained 
popularity in Finland, too,” explains Anne Alvesalo-Kuusi, professor of 
the sociology of law. The team downloaded all law bills between 1991 
and 2015 and started digging.  
 
As the work progressed, frustration intensified. Before the develop-
ment of LAWPOL, legislative materials were scattered across multiple 
databases. Not all documents were digital, and search functionalities 
were often cumbersome and unreliable. To answer their research ques-
tions, research assistants had to manually code information from hun-
dreds of government proposals, leaving little time for the high-level an-
alytical tasks. The retrieval and extraction of usable data consumed 
enormous amounts of time for anyone studying the legislative process.  
 
This common frustration spurred an idea: a dedicated research infra-
structure was needed to bring all relevant materials together and make 
them truly usable. The goal of the LAWPOL project was to create an 
infrastructure that allows for accessing and studying all data relevant  
to law-drafting, starting from the early political initiatives and covering 
drafting, enacting, enforcing, and interpreting laws.  
 

The LAWPOL Architecture: Unifying Legal and Political Data  

 
The research project quickly made strides toward a more informed so-
ciety by unveiling new insights into the law-making process. The result 
is LAWPOL, which now consists of two major, interconnected compo-
nents: Law Radar and Policy Desk. This dual structure reflects the com-
plexity of governance: it cannot be understood through law or politics 
alone. 
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• Law Radar was developed to streamline research into the legal tra-
jectory. Its core function is to use Government Bills (hallituksen 
esitykset) as an anchor to trace the vast preparatory material back-
wards. This allows users to follow the process: which body prepared 
the material, what comments were received, how the text changed, 
and within what timeline.  

• Policy Desk, on the other hand, was built to capture the full breadth 
of the political arena. It holds all parliamentary speeches, and all es-
sential political documents, such as government and party pro-
grams.  

 
The two systems work in tandem. The LAWPOL project is actively 
strengthening the link between Law Radar and Policy Desk, ensuring 
users can move seamlessly between a legal document and the broader 
political context – and vice versa – to gain a truly holistic understanding.  
 
This successful integration of data structures has already opened doors 
for increased multidisciplinary collaboration, where legal scholars, so-
ciologists, and political scientists can easily work together. As a global 
model, LAWPOL is attracting attention, particularly across the Nordic 
countries, as a pioneer for integrating legal and political data. This in-
terest is the result of the project being actively presented in Finland and 
elsewhere in Europe.  
 

The Technical Core: Building the Lifeblood of the Infrastruc-
ture  

 
The foundation of LAWPOL is a monumental achievement. The enor-
mous amount of text-based parliamentary and judicial documents has 
been transferred into a highly flexible graph database made up of hun-
dreds of thousands of nodes and nearly a million links. This structure  
allows users to explore the material without needing to know precisely 
what they are looking for and reveal complex relationships between 
documents, institutions, and Members of Parliament.  
 
However, this architecture was not easily achieved.   
 
While Law Radar was already up and running when the project started 
– even if not nearly as sophisticated as now – Policy Desk is a pure 
achievement of this project. When broadening the data relevant to Law 
Radar and creating the basis for the new Policy Desk, the team faced a 
historical challenge: only within the past ten years has paper been 
largely replaced by born-digital documents. Everything before that had 
to be located, digitized, cleaned, and converted. The critical centrality 
of data resources to the entire infrastructure required the adjustment 
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of other activities, meaning that everything that was originally planned 
to be done could not be completed within the funding period. But that 
is the nature of research: a journey into the unknown, marked by over-
coming challenges.  
 
Even in its current, still unpolished form, Policy Desk provides access to 
an extensive corpus of political data that includes, in addition to parlia-
mentary speeches, government programs, government bills, party and 
government programs, and an impressively rich metadata collection on 
the actors and processes of the parliamentary system.   
 
The underlying graph database enables a highly flexible data structure 
that allows users to explore the material without needing to know pre-
cisely what they are looking for. With the so-called ball pit view, the user 
can start digging from a single speech linked to a specific plenary ses-
sion of the parliament, shown on the screen as a small ball among many 
other balls, all representing a piece of data. From the specific speech, 
the user can open the view to the session to reveal all the speeches 
delivered and their speakers, the government bills discussed, and the 
government responsible – which in turn can be explored further.   
 
With this view, the Policy Desk serves as a tool for making visible the 
wide and multifaceted corpus of materials related to the Finnish Parlia-
ment and generated through its everyday work. The accumulating data 
repository ensures that information about decision-making will be 
broadly and promptly available, searchable, and discoverable.  
 
The vast amount of regularly updating data of course required the de-
velopment of a reliable data pipeline: the automated system that con-
tinuously transfers new, cleaned data into both LAWPOL tools, Law Ra-
dar and Policy Desk.  
 
This is where Olli Jalonen, LAWPOL’s own “data plumber” enters the 
story. Our hero’s job isn’t about water pipes, though it sometimes feels 
like it: leaks, clogs, and mysterious pressure changes are all part of the 
experience. Instead of wrenches and valves he has used scripts and 
schedulers on the Airflow platform to keep the data flowing smoothly 
from the Parliament’s systems to the LAWPOL graph database. It has 
not been an easy task. The Parliament’s system updates have made 
Olli’s work particularly challenging. Each time the Parliament changed 
its internal data systems – surprisingly often – Olli had to adapt the pipe-
line to keep it running smoothly. These updates have required him to 
master cluster mechanisms and ensure that every process remains syn-
chronized and resilient. But Olli has risen to every challenge. The data 
continues to flow, clean and steady, through the pipes he maintains. 
Without Olli’s quiet heroism and his well-maintained data plumbing, 
LAWPOL research infrastructure wouldn’t have its lifeblood: the contin-
uous stream of political and judicial data.   
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The team has gained significant expertise in navigating the complex 
technical and conceptual challenges of data management, for example 
by learning the importance of the granularity threshold. Deciding how 
precisely to describe and model heterogeneous data without sacrific-
ing the ability to include older materials is crucial for this type of data 
repository. Too much detail would make it hard to include older mate-
rials, where such information simply does not exist; too little, and the 
data would lose much of its value for research and analysis. Finding this 
balance has been both a technical and conceptual challenge, but also 
a source of valuable learning.   
 
Through this process, the consortium has gained significant expertise 
that we hope to share with other projects working with historically ex-
tensive and heterogeneous datasets.   
 

The Next Steps and the Vision for Future: From Data Repos-
itory to Analytical Powerhouse   

 
The successful integration of this complex data structure is what ena-
bles the next phase of advanced research and innovation. Policy Desk, 
already providing access to an extensive corpus, is poised to incorpo-
rate cutting-edge digital tools that allow deeper and more diverse anal-
yses. These innovations align directly with RRF goals for R&D invest-
ment and digital transformation.  
 
This move from being a comprehensive data repository and tool for 
exploration to an analytical powerhouse is the next natural develop-
mental phase. The digital tools being developed, such as Sentiment 
Analysis for identifying emotional tones in political documents, and ad-
vanced Topic Modelling, are inspiring for unlocking new scholarly in-
sight. However, completing the intricate development and full integra-
tion of these tools into the infrastructure is a significant undertaking that 
requires securing additional dedicated funding. We are keenly aware 
of this need and actively pursuing funding opportunities, remaining  
committed to ensuring this next phase of development and innovation 
is realized in the near future.  
 
In the longer term, LAWPOL aspires to become a cornerstone of digital 
legal and political research across Europe, thus supporting the RRF’s 
goals of sustainable growth through international collaboration and 
digital leadership.  
 
The long-term vision is to establish LAWPOL as a model where open-
access legal and political infrastructures become a global standard. To 
achieve this, the next major frontier is the integration of international 
and European material and jurisprudence. The goal is to move beyond 
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the national legislative data and integrate materials that demonstrate 
how Finnish law is formed in a wider, interconnected context.  
 
To achieve this, we hope to find ways to incorporate EU and interna-
tional policy documents as well as court cases. Integrating key interna-
tional treaties and EU-level policy and legislative documents would al-
low researchers to trace the influence of global governance on Finnish 
law-making (e.g., whether there are EU-law or international treaty obli-
gations behind a Government Bill). Extending the data to the final 
stages of the governance cycle, such as court cases, would open new 
opportunities for e.g. multidisciplinary study of politics and law in ac-
tion.  
 
By making it possible to trace an idea from an international agreement 
or an EU directive, through a government proposal, into parliamentary 
debate, and finally to a court decision, LAWPOL is hoped to offer an 
unparalleled, end-to-end view of the entire governance ecosystem one 
day. This vision ensures that the infrastructure remains an essential and  
competitive resource for academic, public administration, and journal-
istic use, securing Finland’s position at the forefront of digital legal-po-
litical research.  
  

A Bilingual Infrastructure for an Informed Soci-
ety  

First impressions   

 
When we at the Institute for Human Rights at Åbo Akademi University 
first joined the LAWPOL project, we knew we were stepping into an 
ambitious undertaking. However, it was not until we began deep-diving 
into the material that we fully recognized its richness and transformative 
potential. What initially appeared as a technical task – bringing Swe-
dish-language materials and international sources into a research infra-
structure – soon revealed itself as something larger: a critical contribu-
tion to democratic resilience, equal access to justice and information, 
and sustainable growth in a digital society.  
 
The project started off with clear objectives. It aimed to support inter-
disciplinary research, foster new methods for analysing vast legal data, 
strengthen Nordic cooperation, and contribute to the pedagogical mis-
sion of universities. These weren’t just abstract goals. They represented 
a real opportunity to reshape how people, including students, re-
searchers, lawyers, journalists, or basically any citizen, could engage 
with law and politics in Finland.  
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From Vision to Reality: Creating Equal Access in Two Lan-
guages  

 
A central impact objective was to ensure that the research infrastructure 
(RI) would be equally accessible in both national languages, Finnish 
and Swedish. For us, that meant building Lagradarn: the Swedish-lan-
guage version of Lakitutka. We entered that work knowing that bilin-
gual access was guaranteed by law. In practice, however, we soon dis-
covered that legal equality did not translate simply into digital equality. 
Some government bills had never been published in Swedish; others 
existed in scattered locations, far from the reach of a unified platform. 
The task of retrieving and bringing together Swedish-language legisla-
tive documents became not only a technical challenge but also a reve-
lation of deeper structural issues. There were moments when the work 
felt endless. Yet, piece by piece, we gathered and mapped the neces-
sary materials, documented the process, and tested our beta version 
together with students and researchers in a hands-on workshop. That 
feedback refined the platform significantly, and in February 2025, 
Lagradarn was launched. The platform now stands as a bilingual gate-
way to Finland’s legislative processes. Its existence strengthens the role 
of Campus Åboensis as an interdisciplinary research hub and supports 
both education and communication between universities and civil so-
ciety. But just as importantly, it plants the seeds for a deeper societal 
outcome: cultivating a bilingual public space where both language 
groups can access the same political and legal information.  
 
Behind the platform’s simple interface lies a complex backstory. Find-
ing many of the documents required detective work across databases 
and official repositories. That process changed us. We got to experi-
ence firsthand that equal availability does not simply happen but must 
be actively shaped. Even today, the collection remains incomplete as 
some documents simply cannot be located. Instead of stopping there, 
we decided to document the gaps, and we intend to use the resulting 
data as the basis for an academic article reflecting on the de facto ine-
quality between national languages in Finnish legal processes. It is a 
small but necessary step toward systemic change.  
 
While Lagradarn was taking shape, we were also focused on another 
crucial objective: connecting Finland’s domestic legal processes to the 
wider world. We have mapped EU documents, international treaties, 
and case law relevant to Finnish legislation. The result is a curated body 
of international materials that is ready to be integrated into the plat-
form. The integration is not yet complete, but the groundwork is solid. 
The international treaties will be live on the RI soon, and the rest of the 
material is collected for future implementation, establishing a clear 
path for future expansion. Once these documents are live, researchers 
and citizens will be able to readily see how international obligations 



  

 

Impact Story: LAWPOL  | 13 

 

and EU directives shape national legal reforms. In a world where global 
governance increasingly affects local realities, this visibility is essential.  
 

Learning Through Co-Creation  

 
Building the platform has not been a solitary undertaking. Researchers 
across working groups have collaborated closely, each contributing 
from their own areas of strength – whether in law, programming, digital 
document analysis, or outreach. Together, we have participated in  
communications tasks, translated and produced Swedish-language 
materials, written blog posts, and supported the development and test-
ing of digital tools. Collaboration and shared effort have been central 
to advancing the project.   
 
This close-knit cooperation reflects one of LAWPOL’s education-re-
lated ambitions: to cultivate active citizens and support the interrelation 
between research and teaching. Thanks to the fruitful collaboration, 
LAWPOL is already used in many university courses and thesis work, 
and has been actively introduced to journalists and young citizens in 
upper secondary schools and university-level. The more audience 
LAWPOL reaches, the more fluent and critical the next generation will 
be in working with legal and political data.  
 
Indeed, the promise of this infrastructure lies not in its code or its inter-
face, but in how it is used. When a student analyses preparatory works 
with structured metadata, or a journalist tracks legislative references 
across policy areas, that is where impact lives. These are not speculative 
scenarios. They are daily possibilities now, thanks to a platform that 
brings together materials that were once fragmented and often inac-
cessible. LAWPOL supports researchers, lawyers, and educators, as 
well as all other citizens interested in legal or political questions, foster-
ing democratic literacy. All of these effects are deeply intertwined with  
sustainability: fostering democratic participation, trust in institutions, 
transparency, and shared understanding.  
 
We are realistic. The future impact of the research infrastructure de-
pends on adoption, visibility, and ongoing development. The platform 
needs to be used regularly, cited in research, integrated in classrooms, 
explored by citizens, and referenced by journalists. It needs to generate 
action, dialogue, and participation. Policy support will also matter. Dig-
ital open-access goods cannot fully flourish without stable funding and 
strategic prioritization. If these conditions are met, the impact could 
spread northward and outward. Already, we have mapped other legal 
infrastructures across the Nordic region. None of the existing research  
infrastructures mirrors LAWPOL’s scope. That means this platform 
could become a model for others: a best practice in multilingual acces-
sibility and transparent governance.  
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Reflections From the Journey  

 
Looking back, we see how building this infrastructure has brought into 
focus how fundamental access to legal and political information is for a 
modern democracy. Transparency and fairness depend not only on 
laws themselves, but on citizens’ ability to understand how laws are 
made, what they contain, and how they relate to international obliga-
tions. In this sense, developing the RI has been as much about exposing 
gaps as filling them, reminding us that while equal access is a core legal 
principle, it is not always realised in practice.  

 
By streamlining access to legislative materials and linking them across 
domestic, regional, and international levels, the infrastructure makes 
the foundations of governance visible and navigable. What we have 
helped create is not just a resource for specialists, but a shared tool that 
supports a more open and resilient society.  
 
One of the clearest gaps revealed by the project concerns the realisa-
tion of Swedish speakers’ rights, particularly in terms of access to infor-
mation. Building on these findings, a new SLS-funded project will ex-
tend the work to the analysis of parliamentary debates, examining atti-
tudes toward the Swedish language and Swedish-speaking communi-
ties. To enable this shift from improving access to explaining underlying 
dynamics, the LAWPOL infrastructure will be further developed 
through the creation of analytical tools designed specifically for the 
analysis of political texts.  
 

The Path Ahead: Anna and the Next Generation  

 
While the research infrastructure creates the foundation, the ultimate 
measure of its impact is how it transforms the lives and work of individ-
uals.  
 
To illustrate the far-reaching potential of this work, we share a glimpse 
into the future. Anna’s story is a fictional, future-focused scenario that 
captures what this transformation could look like for a new generation 
of legal professionals. Her journey reflects LAWPOL’s deepest promise: 
that the new infrastructure can make understanding the law as natural 
as speaking it.  
 

Anna's Story: A Fictional Scenario of Future Impact  

 
When Anna began her master’s studies in master’s programme Inter-
national Law and Human Rights at Åbo Akademi University in 2023, she 
often found herself wandering through a labyrinth of databases. Each 
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question – from how a Finnish law had evolved to how it reflected inter-
national treaties – meant hours of searching through scattered systems. 
For a Swedish-speaking student, the path was even steeper: not all pre-
paratory documents or translations were within easy reach.  
 
Then, in 2024, during her second year, Anna was invited to test a new 
tool, Lakitutka, a multilingual research infrastructure built within the 
LAWPOL project. For the first time, she could trace the path of lawmak-
ing on a single interface, from parliamentary debates to preparatory 
documents to government bills, many of which were available in both 
Finnish and Swedish. What she held in her hands was an early glimpse 
of something far bigger: a foundation for a system that, one day, would 
connect national laws with EU documents, international treaties, and 
even court decisions from Finland and the EU region.  
 
In 2025, Anna began writing her master’s thesis, “The Influence of In-
ternational Human Rights Conventions on Finnish Criminal Law Re-
forms.” Using Lagradarn, the Swedish version of LAWPOL Lakitutka, she 
quickly found government bills, committee statements, and Parliament 
debates relevant to her topic. Bilingual access made it easier to locate 
and understand the materials she needed, opening doors to insights 
that might otherwise have stayed hidden. What started as a research 
tool became something transformative – a way to see the legal system 
not as a static set of rules, but as a living dialogue shaped by political  
processes, connecting EU and national legislation, and bridging lan-
guages.  
 
A year later, in 2026, Anna arrived in Strasbourg for an internship at the 
European Court of Human Rights. Her work as a legal trainee meant 
long days and late evenings assisting officers in analysing cases from 
Finland and its Nordic neighbours. Sometimes, when she compared 
Finnish criminal law to human rights conventions, she thought of Lagra-
darn: how it had once simplified her studies, and how it hinted at a fu-
ture where such comparisons could be made in an instant, across sys-
tems and borders.  
 
She couldn’t have known how close that future already was.  
 
Indeed, already during the 2030s, LAWPOL will have started to trans-
form into a truly Nordic–European research infrastructure. The new 
generation of Law Radar will have enabled users to navigate seamlessly 
from national preparatory materials and Finnish laws – including Åland 
Islands’ legislation – to EU directives and the decisions of both domestic 
and European courts. Norway and Sweden will have, with support from 
LAWPOL, developed their own linked research infrastructures, and to-
gether the systems form a transparent web of interconnected legal and 
political knowledge.  
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Little did Anna know that, by the late 2030s, she herself would be using 
these tools every day. Working as a Legal Expert at the Finnish Ministry 
of Justice, she would rely on the evolved LAWPOL infrastructure to 
trace legislative histories, verify compliance with EU and international 
obligations, and understand how past judgments continue to shape 
new reforms.  

 
The bilingual interface will have become a standard of fairness and ac-
cessibility, ensuring that both Finnish and Swedish speakers have equal 
means to engage with the law-drafting.  
 
By the time the 2040s arrive, what began as a pilot tested by some stu-
dents will have become part of Europe’s shared legal memory. Through 
LAWPOL, knowledge will have become not only accessible but alive, 
evolving with those who use it. And somewhere, a new student will sit 
before their screen, unaware that the clarity they now take for granted 
began years ago with the LAWPOL project, when Anna and other stu-
dents first tested the system, quietly hoping that one day understand-
ing the law could be as natural as speaking it.  
 
 
 
 


