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Inresponse to the global climate and
ecological crises, an unprecedented political
will has emerged to engage in ecological
restoration (ER) to repair damaged and
degraded landscapes. The aim of this project
is to examine the socio-ecological and politico-
economic implications of the expansion

and implementation of different types of ER
involving tree planting schemes, through
situated empirical analyses combined with a
global analysis of these changes. The project
addresses the following overarching research
questions:

1. What are the key drivers and barriers to the
expansion of ER tree planting schemesin
the global South?

2. What are the key factors that determine
the success or failure of ER tree planting
schemes in the global South?

3. How effective are current ER initiatives
in promoting sustainable development in
socially just and inclusive ways in vulnerable
communities in the global South?

4. How do the different motivations and
interests of financial donors (e.g.
development aid, carbon markets,
grassroots financing), particularly from
Finland and the EU, impact the governance,
design and implementation of ER on the
ground?

5. What kind of interdisciplinary knowledge
should be considered for better monitoring
and evaluating the impact of ER tree
planting schemes in the global South?

Our five research questions are addressed
through both a global and multi-sited case
study analysis involving global data and
ethnographically-oriented field research in
collaboration with our international partnersin
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Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mozambique, and Brazil.
The research will produce novel insights on how
development cooperation around ER can be
designed, financed, and implemented in ways
that include the perspectives of vulnerable
communities in the global South. The results
of this research will also inform policymakers
and practitioners on how to enhance the
implementation and impact of such schemes
in a socially just and inclusive way, while
contributing to the advancement of knowledge
in the field of sustainable development. The
results will carry especially important value for
the global South populations living next to or
within new ER tree-planting areas. The broader
impact of the project is to ensure restoration
projects supported by Finnish development
funding and under the UN restoration goals
work to reduce inequality and poverty, while
addressing the needs of sustainable food
production, carbon sequestration, and
biodiversity-supporting development.
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