
Youth unemployment rates in the Middle East and 
North Africa  are higher than in any other region in 
the world, and the education system does not respond 
effectively to the needs on the job market. The young 
people face multiple problems when they try to move 
from education to working life and towards adult-
hood. Therefore many young people aspire to migrate 
either to study or work outside the region. 

The What works? -project  aims to understand 
young people’s livelihood strategies and the uncer-
tainties in their lives at the crossroads of global ten-
dencies, expectations and local structural settings. The 
project examines the factors that currently sustain 
patterns of marginalisation and hinder youth transi-
tions to productive and decent work or meaningful 
life. Further, it strives to find out what could be done 
to overcome these factors. In doing so, three areas of 
research are addressed: youth initiatives of social 
entrepreneurship; young people’s job seeking strate-
gies; and young people’s aspirations to migrate abroad 
for the purposes of education and employment. Upon 
analysis, the project reconsiders theoretical approaches 
to youth transition into adulthood in the region.

The project  team  includes  researchers  with a long 
record of researching youth transitions in the region. 
The team from Morocco elaborates participatory lab-
oratories for young people’s social entrepreneur-
ship  and innovation, and the Finnish team involves 
researchers who have studied youth conditions in 
Egypt and Tunisia and a statistician who analyses the 
extensive survey data sets from the region. 
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