






The Academy of Finland aims to source the best and  
most promising research talents and research projects

The Academy of Finland’s mission is to promote and  
facilitate high-level science and research, researcher train-
ing, the internationalisation of research and the practical 
application of research results.

The Academy works to advance the progress of science 
by allocating funding to the best and most innovative  
research, which contributes centrally to the development 
of society. Research knowledge and its application to prac-
tice are also key factors of competitiveness. Research today 
is expected to provide answers to increasingly complex 
problems.

Towards scientific 
breakthroughs. 
Promoting high-level 
science and research  
for the best of society
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Leading source  
of science funding

The Academy is the leading source of competitive research 
funding in Finland. Academy funding contributes signifi-
cantly to scientific breakthroughs and to the growth of 
knowledge.

Academy funding goes primarily to scientific research 
conducted at universities and research institutes. The total 
volume of Academy funding comes to 300 million euros 
annually. The Academy accounts for over 16 per cent of 
central government R&D funding in Finland.

Active role  
in internationalisation

The Academy of Finland works to support the internation-
alisation of the Finnish research system. The Academy’s 
cooperation with leading science nations greatly improves 
the prospects of Finnish scientists and researchers to par-
ticipate in high-level international research.

Academy research grants allow Finnish researchers to 
move abroad to work. At the same time, funding is available 
to attract foreign researchers to Finland.

Important partner  
in cooperation

National and international cooperation are a central part  
of Academy-funded research programmes and Centre of 
Excellence programmes. 

The Academy of Finland has extensive national and  
international cooperation in the research and innovation 
fields, with partners in the Nordic countries, in Europe and 
in countries around the world.

Foreign experts review some 90 per cent of all funding 
applications submitted to the Academy: this is a high  
percentage even in international comparison.

Influential 
policymaker

The Academy of Finland pro-
motes the interdisciplinarity and 
diversity of research as well as its capacity for 
renewal and regeneration by providing funding to research in 
all fields. Its efforts in reviewing research and developing 
methods of evaluation contribute to improving the quality 
and impact of Finnish science and research. Academy research 
programmes and Centre of Excellence programmes are evalu-
ated on completion by outside experts.

Evaluations of disciplines and individual fields of research 
are an important tool for the development of research and sci-
ence policy. The Academy also conducts regular reviews of 
the state and quality of Finnish science and research, which 
provide a general overview of the Finnish research system.

An increasing focus for the Academy is to foresight 
and project future trends and developments in science and 
research. 

Professor Antti Kupiainen  
heads the Centre of Excellence  
in Analysis and Dynamics 
Research.



Other research sites
3% 

7.7 million euros

Research 
institutes 9% 
26.7 million euros

Foreign 
organisations 7% 
19.9 million euros

Universities and 
university hospitals

81% 
232.9 million euros

Research posts 12%
35.6 million euros

Researcher training 13% 
37.5 million euros

Bilateral cooperation 
agreements and 
contributions to 
international 
organisations 2% 
4.3 million euros

Other research 
funding 6% 
18.4 million euros

Research 
programmes 6%

16.9 million euros

Research projects 49%
140 million euros
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