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In the present era of the digital, networked
media, music is probably the most broadly
consumed digital commodity. Musiquitous
project investigates mobile, ubiquitous mu-
sic in Finland. The goal of project is to cre-
ate new knowledge about phenomena relat-
ed to the ubiquitous music consumption in
Finland and to music technology more gen-
erally. The current rapid change of cultur-
al phenomena through digital distribution
channels may allow the research results to
be applied in the other markets and areas in
unforeseen ways.

In our vision, “Ubiquitous music” refers to
the emerging cultural situation where vast
music libraries are reachable everywhere
by practically anyone using the same com-
mon technologies. In this situation, impor-
tant questions regarding the design of new
products and services arise: How to navi-
gate and search in music databases, and how
to offer users the music that would match or
broaden their tastes? How to ensure equal
opportunities and accessibility and improve
the user experience?

Central for our research is the question
of what kind of effects the rapid develop-
ments of new music technologies and serv-
ices have on everyday music consumption.
Our hypothesis is that the maturing mobile
technologies are bringing about a dramatic
change in the music consumption patterns.

Our work is divided into three overlapping
work packages: past, present and future.
Researchers from Universities of Tampere
and Turku focus on music consumption
and its technologies in the past and future,
while the researchers of Helsinki Institute

of Information Technology HIIT study the
current music consumption and its possible
futures with a focus on the music use on the
move.

We believe that by creating a multidiscipli-
nary approach that combines excellence in
history of technology, human-computer in-
teraction research and future forecasting we
achieve a fresh perspective into the topic. We
will discover how music has been consumed
through technology in the past and present,
and how it might be consumed in the near
future.
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Project website: http://musiq.fi
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