
The Academy of Finland is an expert organisation on 
research funding. Its operation covers all scientific 
disciplines.

The Academy supports cutting-edge research,  
researcher training, internationalisation and the 
application of research results. 

The Academy provides funding for research mainly  
at universities and research institutes. Every year  
the Academy allocates funding worth some  
300 million euros.

Finnish R&D expenditure as a proportion of GDP 
stands at 3.4 per cent.

The Academy operates within the administrative sector 
of the Ministry of Education and is funded through  
the state budget.

Up-to-date information on Academy operations  
and research funding is available on our website  
at www.aka.fi/eng. For information and assistance 
for foreign researchers in Finland please visit  
the EURAXESS Researchers in Motion Portal  
at www.euraxess.fi. Further information on Finnish 
science and technology is provided at www.research.fi.
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Research Collaboration with Russia

ERA.Net RUS 

Linking Russia to the ERA: Coordination of MS/AC 
S&T programmes towards and with Russia

The Academy of Finland is participating in ERA.Net 
RUS (2009–2012), a four-year project funded under the 
EU Seventh Framework Programme for Research and 
Technological Development. ERA.Net RUS aims at 
strengthening and intensifying the S&T cooperation be-
tween Russia and the European Research Area (ERA). 
This will be achieved through systematic exchange of in-
formation, establishment of a joint funding programme 
and several related measures. This augments the Acad
emy’s role as an active and influential force in European 
science policy, a specialist in cooperation with Russia  
and an active participant in the ERA. For more informa-
tion see www.era.net-rus.eu. 

General research grants

Applications for general research grants can be submit-
ted to the Academy of Finland for the purposes of carry-
ing out research projects of a high scientific standard. 
The research projects may hire Finnish or foreign  
researchers who are at different stages of their research 
careers. A researcher hired for a project may work abroad 
for a fixed period.

Links
More information about researcher mobility and  
other funding opportunities for research collaboration  
on the Academy of Finland website: www.aka.fi/eng

Useful links:
Russian Academy of Sciences: www.ras.ru
Russian Foundation for the Basic Research: www.rfbr.ru
Russian Foundation for the Humanities: www.rfh.ru



Research Collaboration with Russia

The funding for joint research projects is  
intended for:

•	 research collaboration 
•	 organising scientific meetings 
•	 promoting researcher mobility 
•	 researchers’ salary costs in Academy-funded projects
 
Applications are reviewed both by the Academy and the 
partner organisation in accordance with their own prin-
ciples, which, in the case of the Academy, involve inter-
national peer-review. 

The evaluation criteria are:

•	 scientific quality and innovativeness of 
	 the research plan 
•	 added value generated by research collaboration 
•	 feasibility of the research plan 
•	 scientific merits of the researchers/research teams 
•	 promotion of young researchers’ careers 

The Academy funds the Finnish research team while the 
Russian research funding organisation funds the Russian 
research team. Finnish-Russian joint projects are usually 
funded for three years. 

Joint calls are announced in the Academy’s annual 
calls for applications. 

The Academy of Finland stresses the role of inter­
national research collaboration as an integral part of all 
scientific activities. The Academy provides individual 
researchers with excellent opportunities for high-qual­
ity international research collaboration. The Acad- 
emy encourages increased mobility both from and to 
Finland at all stages of the research career. For that  
purpose the Academy has various funding mechanisms 
to support the mobility of researchers. 

The Academy’s international strategy identifies Russia 
as one of its main areas of collaboration. Finland and 
Russia share a long tradition of scientific cooperation. 
During the past few years this cooperation has increased 
in several fields. Russia is taking an active part in inter-
national research funding cooperation. This can be con-
sidered a sign of an active internationalisation of Rus-
sian science. 

The Academy of Finland engages in close cooper
ation with three Russian science and research funding 
organisations: 

•	 Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS)
•	 Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR)
•	 Russian Foundation for the Humanities (RFH)

The international expert panel that reviewed the Acad-
emy of Finland’s Russia in Flux Research Programme 
(2004–2007) stated in its report that the Academy is 
clearly funding important cutting-edge research on 
Russia. According to the panel, the programme con-
firmed that Finland is one of the leaders among EU 
countries with regard to research on the Russian econ
omy, culture, politics, and environmental concerns.  
The panel further said that Finland is ahead of many 
other European countries with regard to funding joint 
research projects with Russia. 

The Academy of Finland strives to maintain a high 
standard in research on Russia and with Russia. Re-
search funding cooperation already exists in many 
fields and further cooperation is planned. The aim of 
joint research funding is to fund top-quality Finnish-
Russian projects that generate added value in research 
that focuses on the environment, well-being, society, 
and technology.

Research programmes offer another funding opportunity 
for Finnish-Russian joint research projects. Finnish and 
Russian research teams can submit a joint application to 
one of the Academy of Finland’s research programmes 
once funding cooperation with a Russian funding organ
isation has been agreed. 

Previously the Academy has engaged in funding co-
operation with Russian research funding organisations in 
the following research programmes:

2003: Baltic Sea Research Programme BIREME (RFBR)
2005: Russia in Flux (RFH)
2006: Substance Use and Addictions (RFBR and RFH)
2007: Business Know-how (RFH)
2008: Ubiquitous Computing and Diversity 
          of Communication (RFH)
2009: Photonics and Modern Imaging Techniques (RFBR)

Joint research projects (in thematic joint calls and in joint 
research programmes) are required to include research 
teams from both Finland and Russia. The parties of the 
joint project submit their applications to their respective 
research funding organisations, complete with a joint re-
search plan, a joint budget and the curricula vitae of the 
project leaders. The research plan shall include a clear de-
scription of the planned research collaboration (division 
of labour and methods) and the added value generated by 
the cooperation in question. 

Information on open calls for joint projects is avail
able in the Academy’s calls for applications.

Contractual collaboration between the Academy of 
Finland and Russian research funding organisations 
includes the following forms of cooperation:

RAS RFBR RFH
Joint research projects • • •
Joint research programmes • • •
Researcher mobility •
Transfer of knowledge • •
Joint seminars and workshops • •
Researcher training •
Exchange of evaluation expertise • •

Researcher mobility

The Academy of Finland chiefly channels funding into 
researcher mobility through its research projects. There 
are, however, certain other instruments for enhancing 
mobility. The Academy supports the mobility of re-
searchers to and from Russia on the basis on an agree-
ment between the Academy and the Russian Academy  
of Sciences. In addition to this agreement-based mobil
ity, the Academy also provides funding for purposes of 
inviting Russian researchers to Finland. Annually a total 
of nearly 200 Russian researchers visit Finland while 
some 80 Finnish researchers visit Russia.

Joint research projects and  
joint research programmes

The Academy of Finland launches thematic joint calls with 
Russian funding organisations. The themes of the joint 
calls are selected separately each time. Previously joint calls 
have been launched in the following fields:

2006: Optical materials research (RFBR)
2007: Materials technology and biosciences (RFBR)
2008: Russian and Finnish languages in a multicultural 
          world (RFH)
2009: History of Finland and Russia 1809–2009 (RFH) 

Funding opportunities for research


